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FSA ANNOUNCES | NI TI ATI VE TO FEED THE POOR

WASHI NGTON, May 28, 1998 -- The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will nount a
| arge-scal e vol unteer project to recover unused or unharvested food to feed
the poor. Keith Kelly, FSA's Administrator, today announced the initiative in
support of the U S. Departnment of Agriculture’ s Food Recovery to Help the
Hungry Program

The Food Recovery Program works to recover or glean food that otherw se
woul d go unused or go to waste. The goal is to increase the amount of food
recovered by 33 percent and feed an additional 450,000 Anericans daily by the
year 2000

As FSA's contribution, the Agency plans to inplement at |east one field
gl eaning project in each of at least 19 States this sunmer, and have projects
in every State by the year 2000. FSA also seeks to help establish at |east
five new farmers markets this year, and set up new food recovery projects in
at least 50 existing farmers markets.

FSA will coordinate the efforts and recruit nenbers of |ocal comunities
to particpate. deaning efforts will include working with food producers,
processors, and distributors to recover food that woul d ot herw se be discarded
or left unharvested. Enployees will also seek volunteer help in transporting
the food to recovery and distribution centers.

“Qur enpl oyees are excited about this chance to contribute sonmething to
their comunities,” said Kelly, “And I"mexcited too. |I'mglad to provide
this opportunity and | encourage people outside the Agency to participate.
This is an outstanding chance to make a positive difference in the lives of
the less fortunate.”
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NOTE: Farm Servi ce Agency (FSA) news rel eases and nedi a advi sories are
avail able on the Wrld Wde Wb at FSA's Hone Page: http://ww.fsa. usda. gov
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